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CONPIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4901 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH LEBANESE PONMIN OPPICIAL 

1. LEBANESE PONMIN DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PROTOCOL GEORGE 
KASSOUP CALLED ON CHARGE JULY 26 POR ASSISTANCE IN VISA 
MATTER. HE SAID IT HAD TAKEN HIM TWO DAYS TO TRAVEL PROM 
EAST BEIRUT TO ZAHI.F.H VIA PARA YAH. CONVOY HAD OVERNIGHTED 
IN OUYOUN EL-SIMANE AND HAS BEEN PIRED ON DURING TRIP 
BETWEEN OUYOUN EL-SIMANE AND ZAHLEH. ONE MEMBER OP 
CONVOY HAD BEEN WOUNDED. KASSOUP SAID HE WOULD ATTEMPT 
TO RETURN TO CHRISTIAN LEBANON VIA THE CEDARS-BCHARRE 
ROUTE WHICH WAS DIPPICULT BUT HE UNDERSTOOD SAPER. 

2. KASSOUF SAID THAT LEBANESE FONMIN WAS NOW FUNCTIONING 
AS NORMALLY AS POSSIBLE IN ITS PORMER LOCATION AT PALAIS 
BUSTOS IN EAST BEIRUT. APPOINTMENT OP CHAMOUN AS PONMIN 
HAD REVITALIZED MINISTRY HE SAID. SECRETARY GENERAL 
NAJIB DAHDAH WAS OBLIGING ALL EMPLOYEES WHO COULD DO SO 
TO REPORT TO THE OPICE EVERY DAY EVEN WHEN THERE WAS 
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FIRING TAKING PLACE IN VICINITY. KASSOUP ESTIMATED THAT 
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THE FONMIN WAS OPERATING WITH LESS THAN 30 PERCENT OF ITS 
PERSONNEL BUT IT WAS NONETHELESS IN OPERATION, SENDING OUT 
TELEGRAMS, ETC. 

PELLETREAU 
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